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NUCLEAR PROLIFERATION: THE FRENCH CASE 
A Research Paper written by 
Commander Donald C. Sattler, U.S. Navy 
School of Naval Command and Staff, 1966 
INTROOUCTION 
The problem of nuclear weapons proliferation has confronted 
the world since the first atomic explosion in 1945. Since then; 
continuous disam1ament and anns control negotiations have failed 
to produce a solution. Concurrently, the number of nations possess• 
ing a nuclear weapons capability has increased to five with the 
accession of France in 1960, and Communist China in 1964. These 
two additions brought a note of urgency to the negotiation table; 
however. the solution to the nuclear proliferation problem remains 
illusive. 
This paper represents a case study of the French effort in 
achieving a nuclear weapon capability as it pertains to the basic 
problem of nuclear proliferation. The French case exemplifies the 
baste problem in that it embodies the establishment of a motive, 
the acquisition of the requisite wherewithal, and the follow• 
through to successful achievement of an atomic detonation with 
the subsequent status of a nuclear power. As such, France is 
representative of other nations which may aspire to become 
members of the "nuclear club." The purpose o{ this study is to 
delineate the motivational and contributory factors attendant in 
the French case of nuclear weapons protiferatioo. 
The presentation of material in the paper resembles the 
accepted form of a case study with the inclusion of a problem 
statement, relevant factors } course o[ events. analysis, and 
conclusions. 
Chapter I constitutes the statement of the nuclear proliferation 
problan. The development of the problem is traced from its begin• 
ning in 1945 thr ough the complexity of the present. 
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